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Home builder Dave Goodman looks across the Ro~e Creek neighborhood from the widow's walk he built on the roof of his house at 16712
Rainwater Trail.

Electronics, Widow's w~k highlight bouse
By Beverly Bryant
SpecmlCoffespondent~

In Goodman's case, he's not watching for
ships at sea. If s more likelyhe willbe watching
the weather or simply enjoying the vi~w.

When builder Dave Goodman decided to "I intended for this to be my personal.home,
build his ownresidence in the Rose Creek addi- but also my show home. It's about-the highest
tion near NW 164and May, he made a 20-year point out here with an unobstructed 360-de:
dream happen ... gree view,"he said.""Idesigned the house with

As one-of the first builders in the addition, the roof high enough to keep from' being
Goodman was able to select the lot on the high- blocked." _ .
.est point in the area, which was a critical factor On a recent deat day, Goodman could clear­
in his plan to build a house that includes a wid- ly see fromYukon to Edmond, identifyingland­
ow's walk. mark buildings throughout the Oklahoma City

A widow's walk is a railed rooftop platform, skyscape.· "
typically built as part of coastal houses in the N3-foot-tall parapet wall hides the rooftop
18th and early 19th century, originally de- lookout from neighbors and provides a shel­
signed to observe vessels at sea. The .name_ tered place for a table and,chairs.

. comes from the wives of mariners who would Goodman's home is on the Rose Creek Golf
watch for their spouses to return from the sea. Course and is a coupleofblocks from the deve1-

"It's something I wanted to do f9r a long opmenfs aquatic cenler, but it is Goodman's
time," Goodman said. "Iprobably thought of it own artistic nature that provides much of the
20years ago. Ihad'heard about people building ,home's appeal.
widow's walks on the East Coast. I thought: it "I had a slow period in the 1980s,"Goodman
would be really cool to do a house sometime said. "One morning when my son was in diap­
where the topography lent itSelfto that." ~. -"ers I sat at the kitchen table with a pencil and a

piece of paper. There was a rose in a vase.and I
just drew it." -

- Goodman said that led him to take a drawing
class in which he did a lot of sketching.

'Then Iwent through a two-or three-year pe­
riod o~painting. Art and architecture are pas­
sions of mine," he said.. ,
. Many' of his paintings hang in his house at
16712Rainwater Trail, but his artistic touch al­
so is evident in the black slate roof and slate
floors in the home.

"I've been in roofing 'for 30years and I spe-'
cialize in tile and slate now," he said. -

The slate on his roof was imported from
Spain.

"I have a lot of fun putting architecture to­
gether in different ways," he said.

"Iwould liketo think that I could pick up one
of my homes and put it down in a neighbor­
hood like Crown Heights and it would fit in. I
will feel I've succeeded if the house doesn't-
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look dated in 20 years," Goodman
...:;mid.

Although his home has classic
elements, the floor plan is contem­
porary and open, combined with
old-world design.

Goodman has incorporated the
outdoors into his living space
through his patio, as well as his

y,{"oof.
"I was motivated to do a saltwa­

ter pool because of the healing
properties of salt water and the fact
that it is gentle on skin," Goodman
said. "It costs more initially, but it
is more cost-effective to operate."

Goodman's pool is finished in a
charcoal plaster with a soft green
tile and Arizona flagstone edging.
A waterfall flows from the hot tub
into the pool and a bubble fountain
is drilled in a huge stone slab in the
shallow area of the pool.

The patio area includes a large
.;!at-screen television mounted
"above an outdoor fireplace, with
plenty of outdoor seating, includ­
ing a weather-resistant sofa.
There's also a kitchen area with a
large grill.

Electronics are a major feature
of the house. An ELAN System in­
tegrates telephones, lights, securi­
ty systems and thermostats. There
is a six-zone audio/video system
with remote-controlled XM satel-

lite radio, television and DVD fea­
tures. Cameras hidden around the
house also provide instant moni­
toring of the exterior of the home
from every television.

"I can operate it all from the hot
tub," Goodman said. "I even have
speakers built into the hot tub so I
can control the volume without
disturbing the neighbors."

Goodman can set a control in­
side the house to operate the ther­
mostat on the hot tub.

"I can have it ready and waiting
when I come in the door after
work," he said.

Remote-control monitors allow
him to see who is at the front door,
whether he is at home in the hot
tub, the shower or halfway around
the world ..

"I can be in Tokyo and still I can
talk to whoever is at my door," he
said. 'There are a lot of integrated
electronics built into this house."

The home, about 4,500 square
feet, is valued between $950,000
and $970,000, Goodman said. It
has four bedrooms and 41hbaths.

A second-floor game room
opens to the great room and foyer
on the first floor through a pair of
Romeo-and-]uliet balconies that
can be closed off by pocket doors.

Goodman made the fireplace
surround the master bedroom.
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Builder Dave Goodman can barely be seen atop his house, on the .
widow's walk he built patterned after features on East Coast houses
designed for ship-watching.




